Directed Study Syllabus and Schedule

Fall 2006


URBAN LIFE CENTER

DIRECTED STUDY 
FALL 2006
INSTRUCTOR: Scott E. Chesebro, Ph.D.
CLASS MEETING: Tuesdays; 9:30-Noon


RESEARCH TIME: As designated in schedule

REQUIRED TEXT:

Black Picket Fences: Privilege and Peril Among the Black Middle Class.  Mary Pattillo-Mcoy. Chicago: University of Chicago. 1999

Urban Art Chicago: A Guide to Community Murals Mosaics, and Sculptures. Olivia Gude and Jeff Huebner. Chicago:  Ivan R. Dee. 2000
"Who Gets to Tell a Black Story,” New York Times. Janny Scott. June 11, 2000

"Using Sources," The Craft of Research. Booth, Colomb and Williams. Chicago. 1995

DIRECTED STUDY GOALS

Through group and individual projects, the student will develop an appreciation for methods of research and a working knowledge of basic field study and research techniques involved. Consequently, the student will contribute to the knowledge base of the city through completion of course requirements. 

DIRECTED STUDY PROJECTS

Each student will work on a team to produce an initial research project around the theme of urban murals and their basis in community.

Secondly, each student will choose a topic and will produce an individual research project based on that topic. The project must relate to a context within the city and be based on a topic not easily researched outside Chicago. The topic can be drawn from any major/interest area as long as it conforms to the above criteria.

Research projects will consist of at least two major components: information gathering into the history and background of the chosen topic, and some form of direct, investigative engagement within the context of the city. The completed project will develop the relationship between the historical and present context using support materials appropriate to empirical research.

The medium and form of presentation may vary from the traditional research paper to alternative forms of articulation such as dramatic presentation or visual representation. Regardless of the medium, the process of presenting the findings of the research in a systematic and comprehensive fashion will form the basis of the grade for the assigned projects. A research project guide will be distributed.

The team projects will be presented before the midpoint of the term and the individual projects will be presented during the last week. All support materials, which accompany the project, must be turned in to the instructor at the time of the presentation. 

DIRECTED STUDY MEETINGS

During the first half of the semester, class meetings will be structured around the group mural project. The second part of the class will focus on the individual research project. As students develop their individual projects, the instructor will take a more advisory role in the process and meet with the students individually. The student is expected to initiate contact with the instructor as needed. Scheduled progress reports will insure that the project is on track.

ALLOTTED RESEARCH TIME:

Working sessions will be scheduled during class meeting time as indicated on the syllabus. Tuesday is reserved on a regular basis for research activities. 
GRADING

Mural Research Project
40%



Individual Research Project
60%

DIRECTED STUDY SCHEDULE

Fr 09/08 
2:00 PM. 
Intro to the Directed Study at Chicago Cultural Center. 
Tu 09/12
9:30 AM. 
View the video: Two Towns of Jasper.  

Read: 

Who Gets to tell a Black Story? (On Community Zero website 




under Readings)
Tu 09/19 
Time and 
Meet Enrique Salgado, Executive Director of Division Street 
             Place TBA       Development Corp for an introduction to Paseo Bariqua and the 
                                       murals in this Puerto Rican neighborhood. Be prepared to discuss

                                       the links between the community and the murals in class. Lunch ($8)
Tu 09/26
9:30 AM
Introduction to the Mural Art Research Project. View the video: 
                                                  Making of a Mural. Pick up camera and Urban Art Chicago book.
Tu 10/03


Working session. Complete your research and pictures. (You are 


responsible to develop your own pictures). Use the Chicago Public Art

Group archive at 1259 S Wabash. Ask for Jennifer. (312) 427.2724

Tu 10/10


Working session. Meet your group to prepare the presentations and 


finish any research.
Tu 10/17
9:30 AM  
Meet at 1371 E 55th Place.



Breakfast at Scott's followed by mural research presentations. 
TU10/24
8:45 AM. 
Leave by van from 1447 Apartments to meet Arvis Averette, 6146 S  

             Kenwood for his signature lecture tour of Chicago’s South Side communities.
Read:
Black Picket Fences.  Be prepared to identify the neighborhood which is the book’s subject.
Tu 10/31
9:30 AM  
Introduction to Individual Research Projects and Guide.

Read:

Craft of Research handout. Turn in topics and discuss design.
Tu 11/07
9:30 AM
Present first draft of research question and design for feedback and 




revision, including background sources.



Assign:
Five Background Sources for research question.

Tu 11/14           9:30-Noon
Set up individual consultation w/instructor. Working session.
Assign: 
Turn in final project design including field study plan.
Tu 11/21


Working session. Individual consultation with instructor as needed
Tu 11/28


Working session. e-mail progress report to schesebro@aol.com
Tu 12/05
12:30 PM  
Individual Project Presentations 
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